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while. With regard to the unorganised labouring class and depressed classes,
he thought the best way to provide representation for them would be to lower the
franchise qualification and thus bring in a large number of these.
The Police Commissioner's Evidence
Before the Conference rose for the day Messrs. F. A. Hamilton and C B.
Cunningham, Police Inspector-General and Commissioner of Police respectively,
were examined for a short time with regard to the transfer of the Police Department
to the control of a responsible minister. They were both of opinion that if all other
departments were transferred the police should also be transferred as otherwise
it would be placed in an unenviable poisition. They made this recommendation
on the understanding that all the oiher departments were transferred without
exception and that European recruitment continued as at present.
Witnesses told Lord Strathcona that there would be a certain amount of efficiency
when the proportion of Indians and Europeans recommended by the Lee Commission
was reached. Witness wanted the Imperial Police to continue to hold its commission
from the Secretary of State.
1st. March—Deputation of S. I. Liberal Federation.
The deputations of the South Indian Liberal Federation, Madras, and Ganjam
District Peoples Association, wers headed respectively by Mr. A. Ramaswamy
Mudaliar, President, Madras Corporation, and Mr. Koka Apparao Naidu Mudaliar,
who was also the spokesman for both.
Mr. Mudaliar stated that dyarchy was unworkable and therefore recommended
the establishment of provincial autonomy with an executive responsible to the
legislature in the provinces, the creation of a responsible executive in the Central
Government in the departments other than those of the Army, Navy, Foreign and
Political, and other allied subjects He would remove these subjects entirely from
the purview of the Legislative Assembly which would not be allowed even to vote
on the grants for these subjects.
A joint sitting of the Council of State and the Princes Chamber should have the
right of discussing these grants. The Central Government should continue to
exercise powers of general superintendence and control over provincial Governments
with regard to certain subjects of all India importance.
There was a difference of opinion between the Liberal Federation and the Ganjam
Association with regard to checks on the provincial legislatures. The Federation
thought that the Governor should continue to exercise his present powers of interven-
tion in cases of emergency. The Association held that second chambers should be
created in the provinces to keep a check on the popular house.
Mr. Mudaliar admitted to Sir H. Gour that he proposed to establish dyarchy in the
centre when he was proposing its abolition in the provinces, but maintained that
under the circumstances there was no escape from it. This must be resorted to at
least for a period of ten years. Mr. Mudaliar was strongly of opinion that the sepa-
rate electorates should continue for the minorities until they themselves ask for joint
electorates. On the^ question of franchise it was recommended that the qualification
should be substantially lowered to make an advance towards the ideal of adult
franchise.
Deputation of Indian Christians
A deputation of five under the leadership of Rao Bahadur Pane Appaswamy next
gave evidence on behalf of the Indian Christian Association of Madras.
Examined by Col. Lane Fox, witness pressed the claim of the Christian commu-
nity to seven seats on the local legislature on the same principle that gave Moslems
thirteen seats. Christians formed just three per cent, of the population of the presi-
dency, which was half that of Moslems. Christians were far more advanced than
Moslems in^the matter of education. He ajso pleaded for the representation of
Indian Christians in the higher public services in excess of their proportion in the
population on the strength of their better educational qualifications, Their adequate
representation on local bodies was also advocated. Witness would like a division
of the seats reserved for Indian Christians between Protestants and Catholics.

